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Mission Statement 
The Junior League of Saint Paul is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women, 

and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. 
Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.

Outreach Statement
The Junior League of Saint Paul reaches out to women of all races, religions and national origins 

who demonstrate an interest in and commitment to voluntarism.

Library Kids Begins Distributing Books
By Kelli Commers, Co-Chair, Library Kids

The Junior League of Saint Paul’s new project committee, Library Kids, has 
begun distributing books to children in Saint Paul.  Pre-kindergarten children 
who attend a pre-school screening in the Saint Paul School District receive a 
book that has a special Junior League sticker on the cover and an educational 
brochure that discusses the importance of reading.  

The brochure titled, Read, Dream, Achieve - How Reading can Impact your 
Child’s Future is designed to educate parents and caregivers about the 
importance of early reading to their children.  It has translations in Spanish, 
Hmong and Somali and teaches that children who are read to regularly learn to 
read more quickly, develop a longer attention span and other skills necessary 
for school.  It also suggests that reading is an excellent way to establish a strong 
parent/child bond.  The brochure provides a list of suggested books for children 
and for parents to read, a bookmark that is detachable, as well as a card to take 
to the library to redeem for an official Saint Paul Public Library card.

The chosen book is titled The Eensy-Weensy Spider, adapted by 
Mary Ann Hoberman and illustrated by Nadine Bernard Westcott.  
The JLSP was able to purchase the books at a reduced rate through 
a program at Scholastic Books.  The book has wonderful 
illustrations and includes the music to the song The Eensy-Weensy 
Spider.  It even has directions for the hand motions to the song, 
which fits in beautifully with the League’s other new project:  Saint 
Paul Plays!

Library Kids will distribute 3,500 books to children this year and is 
hoping to do even more next year.  The committee will begin 
exploring additional options for book distribution, future reading 
opportunities with the Saint Paul Public Library and other events 
we can sponsor to promote the importance of reading and build 
bonds between children and their caregivers.
ding Bonds through Reading and Play

Read, Play, Achieve!
This
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at journal@jlsp.org
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Bringing Play! to the MOA

On January 19th, 2007 at 7:00 am and with sub-zero temperatures, fifteen JLSP 
members were inside the Mall of America keeping warm with thousands of 
people.   They were sharing the power of play at the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation Walk.  JLSP had its own space on the second floor where families 
could take a break from walking around the mall and play some games or hoola 
hoop with League members.  The event was a huge success, and JLSP members 
passed out valuable information about games to play with children.
  
The JLSP was invited to join this event because of our many League members are 
closely connected to JDRF through their own personal experiences.  It was great to 
see all of the families that stopped by to enjoy hopscotch and hoola hooping.  

All in all, the event was a hit and both JLSP members and the community were 
able to share the importance of families building bonds through play.  

More photos from the JDRF Walk can be found on page 13.
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(Cross Functional, continued from page 6)

After many rounds of brainstorming and organizing thoughts, the committee developed a fantastic document that can be 
utilized by every member of the JLSP for years to come.  We hope that everyone will find some way to use this document, 
whether to plan your JLSP career, write your resume, develop training for other JLSP members or simply to see what training 
opportunities are available.

Special thanks to the Active and Sustaining Members of this committee, who took on this task in addition to their other JLSP 
duties:  Elizabeth Dehn, Loralee DiLorenzo, Heather Johnson, Karen Judge, Katie Misukanis, Karen Snedeker and Jennifer 
Swenson.

(“Personal Guide to Becoming a JLSP Trained Volunteer” continued on pages 8 and 9)








